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Here we present urethral catheterisation (UC) as an alternative approach to electro ejaculation (EE) in order to obtain
high quality semen samples in various wild carnivores. We tested this method, which was previously described for
domestic cats (Zambelli et al., 2008), in six feline and two canine species (Table 1). The collected semen may be used
for male fertility assessment, to cryopreserve genetic material, for artificial insemination or research purposes.
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METHOD <=~

Animals were anaesthetised with a variety of anaesthetic drugs, but always in combination with medetomidine (Table 1). Medetomidine (like any a2-
adrenergic agonist) is believed to have an effect on the smooth muscle of the ductus deferens. This results in a release of sperm into the urethra.

Prior to collection, we performed a transrectal ultrasound (GE Logic e, 3.5-10 MHz linear probe) to check the semen content (Fig. 1-3) and the location
of the prostate (Fig. 4). A commercial dog urethral catheter (diameter ranged from 2.2 to 3.3 mm, depending on species, Table 1) was advanced
through the penis up until the prostate (Fig 3,4). Ultrasound monitoring was helpful to check the progress of the catheter within the urethra (Fig. 4).
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